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in recent scientific developments. The value of the book is not 
great, so far as the working out is concerned of those ethical 
implications with which this Journal has specially to do. 

James Lindsay. 
Kilmarnock, Scotland. 

The Will to Doubt. By Prof. Alfred H. Lloyd. London: 
Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1907. Pp. 416. 

This book, which "might be described as an introduction to 
philosophy," though it is "addressed quite as much to the gen- 
eral reader or rather to the general thinker, as to the pros- 
pective student of technical philosophy," is an attempt to show 
that "the contradictions, duplicity and vacillation" of human 
experience, by preventing any "fatal digression" from reality, 
enable us through our doubts "to believe in the very things 
we doubt"; and that "doubt is essential to real belief." "Its 
very contradictions hold an otherwise phenomenal, relative, 
changing experience close down to a real world." 

As was perhaps to be expected, Professor Lloyd believes that 
"known truth is imperfect or even false" (p. 21), that "noth- 
ing is absolutely anything" (p. 139), that "consciousness in 
general deals, and always must deal, with artificial forms, with 
symbols, constructions and transformations" (p. 113) ; and 
that "reality is not knowable face to face" (p. 277). These 
assumptions, which play no unimportant part in the argument 
of the book, receive no satisfactory examination, and no reasons 
are given for supposing them to be true. This defect, coupled 
with a plentiful use of such unintelligible distinctions as "true" 
and "relatively true," "belief" and "real belief," and the 
lack of definition of the meaning, and consequently in the use 
of such words as "objective," "relative," "real," "unreal," 
etc., make the book exceedingly obscure and unconvincing, and 
as "an introduction to philosophy" practically worthless. So 
many of its assertions may mean so many different things. 

If reality is not knowable face to face (or otherwise), how is 
anyone to know whether the contradiction of human experience 
does prevent it from "digressing fatally" from reality? It 
may appear beside the point to inquire whether the moon is 
or is not really made of green cheese, or whether arsenic is or is 
not really poisonous ; but the moon and cheese and greenness and 
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arsenic which we do know cannot belong to the reality which is 
not knowable. And if they are not real to the general thinker, 
and to the prospective student of philosophy as well, it would 
appear that they are unreal. But, says Professor Lloyd, "noth- 
ing can be or ever has been unreal" (p. 254). Surely "reality" 
needs to be very carefully denned by Professor Lloyd, and in 
the absence of any such definition, the general reader is per- 
haps not unjustified in continuing to believe in the reality of 
the poisonous nature of arsenic, and in the unreality of the 
green-cheese composition of the moon. Professor Lloyd has 
failed to show that we can believe in the things which we 
doubt. 

A. R. Ainsworth. 
London. 

Mother Earth: A Proposal for Permanent Reconstruction of 
Our Country Life. By Montague Fordham, M. A.; with 
Preface by J. A. Hobson, M. A. London : The Chiswiek Press. 

Back to the land is the cry of many an earnest reformer, 
but few are the attempts to solve the problem which are neither 
too timid or too rash. Mr. Fordham, however, with a thorough 
experience of country life and a varied business training, ad- 
vances a large, bold and comprehensive solution. He is, per- 
haps, like most reformers, especially those who have never had 
to work very hard for their living, too optimistic ; for he sup- 
poses that an unemployed man, e. g., a man who could do a 
little carpentering "had he access to a bit of land and a little 
capital could, without doubt, support himself and bring up 
happy children" (p. 28). One would think it was the easiest 
thing in the world to work a small piece of English land at a 
profit. The author also is too much given to abstractions, e. g., 
"Everyone has an inalienable right to a plot of land, to tools 
and all that is necessary to start him as a free worker on the 
land" (p. 29), but he is practical enough to recognize that "as 
the nation has allowed the land to pass into the hands of 
private owners and the law has for many generations confirmed 
their rights, all that can now be done is to resume the land as 
quickly as possible without injustice to interests so long recog- 
nized." 

The author regards small holdings as no solution of the diffi- 



